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IRISH IMMERSION PROGRAM HITS BUTTE JULY 19-26
MISSOULA This summer Butte will host a weeklong immersion course in Irish language and
culture —one of only two locations nationwide to offer such a program.
Set for July 19-26 at Montana Tech, the course will offer five hours of language
instruction each day, two hours of instruction in Ceil! (traditional dance) and set-dancing, and
evening lectures and video presentations on Irish history and literature.
Language classes will be taught by fluent speakers and trained instructors from Ireland
with the aid of teaching assistants from The University of Montana’s Irish Studies Program.
These assistants have been learning the language and the Direct Method of language instruction
-- a methodology designed specifically to impart a conversational knowledge of Irish.
For further details on the weeklong course, housing and registration visit
http://www.irishmontana.com.
The objective of the course is to give the people of Montana and throughout the country
the opportunity to immerse themselves in Irish culture. The program is being offered, in
particular, for those who are studying on their own, as part of informal groups, or as members
of Irish organizations and societies teaching the Irish language, music and dance throughout the
country.

The course is an expansion of immersion weekends that have been successfully run in
Montana.
The Irish were very quick to recognize the merits and efficacy of immersion learning
and offered the first courses in 1901. In that year, students and enthusiasts left the towns,
cities, schools, universities and colleges of Ireland to seek the soul of Irish culture among the
Irish-speaking people of the west. They organized classes in language, music, dance and
folklore. They invited local people to tell their tales and stories, to sing their songs and recite
their poems, to dance their dances and to share the rich heritage that had been passed down
through generations for more than 2,000 years.
From these humble beginnings there emerged the Colaisti Samhraidh —Irish language
summer colleges that have played a central role in preserving Ireland’s Gaelic heritage and
unique identity.
The summer colleges that emerged in Ireland more than 100 years ago were funded by
money from America, and Butte ranked alongside New York as one of the most generous
contributors to this cause. From this historical perspective the immersion camp this summer
continues a tradition of which Butte has been part from the beginning.
“This tradition is one of the many historical links between Montana and Ireland — links
that have converged in recent years to inaugurate a new era in Irish culture,” said Traolach
“Terry” 6 Riordain, a UM Irish language professor. “Witness the increasing number of dance
and language classes, immersion weekends, festivals, St. Patrick’s Day parades and the
development of an Irish studies program at UM.
“The immersion course this summer in Butte is, of course, another aspect of this
cultural renaissance, as well as a logical extension of the Irish Studies Program ,” 6 Riordain

said. “Irish Studies continues to grow and expand here in Montana. In the fall of this year, an
Irish dance program will be added to the curriculum at UM, with an introductory course in
Irish music following in the spring of 2009.”
The intention is to draw more extensively on the resources of the Irish Studies Program
to develop a series of immersion courses focusing on different aspects of Irish culture and to
create more opportunities for people to learn about Irish heritage.
“Working with UM faculty will lead to the development of specialized summer
camps,” he said, “so that when people throughout the United States want to reach out and
touch the living tradition, when they want to come into contact with the old Gaelic soul of
Ireland, when they want to learn the language, the music and the dance, they will know to
come to Montana.”
For more information, call 6 Riordain at 406-544-0311 or e-mail
toriordain@hotmail.com. Detailed information on all Irish groups and activities in Montana
may be obtained by visiting http://www.irishmontana.com or by contacting Erin at
erin@irishmontana.com.
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